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I am the retired engineer-manager of Hillsdale County Road Commission (HCRC, 1976-
2016) and had been involved with the County Road Association (CRA) of Michigan 
throughout my career. 

My career began as an assistant engineer underneath the supervision of then engineer-
manager Roy Rodd for six years. In 1982, I became engineer-manager for HCRC for the next 
34 years. I was honored to be on the CRA board of directors for six years, and served on 
CRA’s Engineering and Negotiating Committees. 

Adverse weather brought the biggest challenges to HCRC during my tenure.  

I recall one blizzard in 1978 when it took two days for HCRC to plow me out of my own 
house so I could get to work. The blizzard was a multi-week event where HCRC staff and 
the Army Corps of Engineers worked 12-hour shifts to clear snow and drifts off the roads. 

One of the accomplishments that I was most proud of at HCRC during my career was the 
construction of a new building and repair garage in the center of the county without any 
debt. This enabled the road commission to move out of downtown Hillsdale from cramped 
1930s-style buildings. 

My fondest memories about my time at HCRC are the people. I was very fortunate to have a 
great staff with dedicated supervisors and an experienced workforce. 



The thing I admired most about CRA was the ability to meet fellow engineers and road 
commissioners at events, and foster these relationships into lifelong friends. I’ve realized 
the impact CRA has had on my career as well as on HCRC.  

One of my fondest memories is the annual County Engineers Workshop offered by CRA that 
provides updated information of what is going on in our world of county road engineering, 
plus the opportunity to meet and network with fellow engineers. It was a valuable resource 
that offered the tools and information that I needed to perform the job well.  

If I could describe my experience with CRA, HCRC and fellow engineers from neighboring 
counties with three words I would say it fostered lifelong friendships. 

 


