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GRAND LEDGE – As the Legislature has yet to implement a long-term road-funding plan, 

Eaton County officials hope their residents will join dozens of other Michigan communities and 

approve a new property tax for local roads. 

Eaton County voters will on Nov. 4 consider a proposed 1.5-mill, 12-year tax that Blair Ballou, 

head of the Eaton County Road Commission, said would net enough revenue to bring all local 

roads up to good condition and keep them there. 

"It is much less expensive to maintain a road in good condition than to bring a bad road to good 

condition," Grand Ledge Mayor Kalmin Smith said. "The plan is to bring all local roads to a 

state where they can be maintained in good condition where they can be maintained for a great 

many years using inexpensive treatments which we currently can afford." 

Engineering studies show 74 percent of paved roads under county jurisdiction are in poor, very 

poor or failed condition. Just 15 percent are in good or very good condition, and 11 percent are in 

fair condition. Ballou said that's because "we have systematically defunded our road system in 

the state and in Eaton County." 

Michigan voters seem to agree. After a statewide roads plan fell apart in the Legislature this 

summer, voters overwhelmingly agreed to new or renewed taxes to maintain roads in their 

communities. The County Road Association of Michigan says all but 12 of the 151 local road or 



bridge millage proposals or renewals on the August ballot were approved. After that election, 25 

of the state's 83 counties have a millage to pay for road maintenance. 

But that doesn't guarantee success for Eaton County. Ionia County was among those 12 failed 

proposals this August; its proposed 2-mill, six-year tax failed by 56 votes out of more than 6,100 

votes cast. 

 

Crews work on a small section of roadway on Canal Rd. in Delta Township in Eaton County 
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And not all elected officials are in favor of the proposed tax. 

Eaton County Commissioner Jim Osieczonek (R-Delta Twp.) said he agrees the road funding 

system is broken, but opposes taxing county property owners to fix it. 

"I don't think it makes sense for 83 counties to individually address the road problem," he said. 

"It's a statewide issue rather than asking individual homeowners to pay for it." 

If the Eaton County tax is approved, the owner of home with a taxable value of $100,000 would 

pay about $150 per year. 

Countywide, the tax would yield about $5 million per year. About $3.7 million would go to the 

road commission for county roads. The remaining $1.3 million — the amount paid by city and 

village taxpayers — would remain in the cities and villages to be allocated by local officials. 

Grand Ledge would receive about $300,000 per year to spend on local roads. 

Local roads bottom of the food chain 

The proposed revenue could be used exclusively for local roads, which make up 70 percent of 

the state's road miles but receive only about 25 percent of the state funding sent to local 

governments. No federal funds are available for local roads, Ballou said. 

The Legislature is considering changes to road-funding formulas, but none of them are likely to 

provide funding for local roads, said Eaton County Road Commissioner Darrell Tennis. 



"We have absolutely no anticipation of receiving increases in funding for local roads," he said. 

"We do have an anticipation, and we very much hope, that we'll get some sort of increase in 

funding for primary roads. But not local." 

Ballou said someone has to fix local roads. 

"If this doesn't pass, we'll continue as we have to try and slow the deterioration of the road 

system," he said. "The local roads are getting worse every year. And we'll continue to do our best 

to try and slow that down." 

Nov. 4 ballot language 

Local Roads and Streets Repair and Rehabilitation Millage Proposal 

For the sole purpose of funding the rehabilitation, restoration, and resurfacing of existing 

paved and gravel surfaced county local roads within the townships and municipal streets in 

Eaton County, and including two (2) applications of dust control each year on all gravel 

surfaced county local roads within the townships in Eaton County, shall the Constitutional 

limitation upon the total amount of taxes which may be assessed in one (1) year upon all 

property within the County of Eaton, Michigan, be increased, and shall the County be 

authorized to levy, up to 1.5000 of a mill ($1.5000 on each $1,000 dollars of taxable value) 

for a period of twelve (12) years, 2014 to 2025, inclusive ? 

If approved and levied in full, this millage will raise an estimated $4,917,284 in 2014, to be 

disbursed to the Eaton County Road Commission, the Cities of Charlotte, Eaton Rapids, 

Grand Ledge, Lansing, Potterville, and Olivet, and the Villages of Bellevue, Dimondale, 

Mulliken, Sunfield and Vermontville. As required by State law, a small portion of the 

millage (approximately $72,776 in 2014) may be captured by the Downtown Development 

Authorities, Tax Increment Financing Authorities, Local Development Financing 

Authorities and Brownfield Redevelopment Financing Authorities established in cities of 

Charlotte, Eaton Rapids, Grand Ledge, Potterville and Olivet and the Village of Bellevue. 

Yes 

No 

 


