
10-year millage sought to fund local road repairs  

 

HT - Cathy LandryThe Otsego County Road Commission is asking voters on Tuesday, Nov. 4, to consider approving a 1-mill levy over 10 

years that would generate about $1,148,000 per year. 

Posted: Thursday, October 23, 2014 9:40 am  

10-year millage sought to fund local road repairs Cathy Landry (989) 732-1111 clandry@gaylordheraldtimes.com   

OTSEGO COUNTY — With state funding diminishing and legislators not taking action, the Otsego County Road 

Commission decided to seek a new millage to pay for improvements and upgrades of primary and local county roads. 

The road commission is asking voters on Tuesday, Nov. 4, to consider approving a 1-mill levy over 10 years that 

would generate about $1,148,000 per year. According to information provided by the road commission, this would 

break down to about $970,000 a year for the commission for work on roads throughout the county’s nine townships;  

The entire proceeds of the millage will go toward road work and not for any operations, equipment or wages. 

“With every dollar generated, it stays in Otsego County,” said Tom Deans, road commission engineer-manager. 

“Everything goes to reconstruction or overlays. One hundred percent goes to local roads.” 

He also added that none of the city’s part of the roads millage would go toward the Gaylord Downtown Renaissance, 

which is seeking funding from other sources for that project. 

“They (the city) have plenty of other projects to put (the millage funds) toward,” Deans said. 

If the millage passes, the road commission has proposed a 10-year plan for road improvements in the county, 

including total reconstruction of parts of 13 roads, covering almost 19 miles, and portions of 22 roads, comprising 

about 66 miles, are proposed to receive a hot mix overlay (see accompanying chart). 

The Otsego County Road Commission maintains almost 605 miles of local roads and about 229 miles of primary 

roads. Also, by contract with the Michigan Department of Transportation, the commission keeps up another 188 

miles. 
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Since legislators in Lansing have not come up with a plan to fund road work and what money is available from the 

Michigan Transportation Fund, which is the road commission’s primary source of income and includes the state 

gasoline tax and vehicle registrations, is declining, the local millage is being sought. 

“There are several proposals out there, but no one is voting on it,” said Roberta Tholl, road commissioner. “We can’t 

wait.” 

“The state is not coming through,” added Dave Matelski, road commissioner. “We’d rather be proactive than reactive.” 

The Michigan gasoline tax is 19 cents per gallon, which has not increased since 1997. Of this, 6 cents goes to county 

road agencies, according to information provided by the Otsego County Road Commission. 

“People think it (the gas tax) all goes to roads,” said William Holewinski, road commissioner. “We get a small 

percentage and that’s why we are looking at this millage.” 

The Otsego County Road Commission has not sought a millage since 1992. 

“It has been 22 years since we had a proposed millage,” Deans said. “We didn’t want to have to ask.” 

But with the cost of materials, equipment and fuel increasing, this has put a strain on the commission’s resources, 

leaving little extra for road improvements and upgrades. For example, in 2003, the price of a ton of road salt was 

$33.07; in 2014, it has increased to $66.46 per ton. 

Also, the local road commission employs 33, down from 45 workers the entity had in 1992, according to Tholl. 

“We’ve cut as far as we can to keep up the services that we have been doing,” Matelski said. “The public has been 

very patient.” 

But the road commissioners believe the time is now to act to address funding for repairs before roads deteriorate 

more and the cost to fix them becomes greater. 

The road commissioners also noted that if Lansing should come through with a transportation package to provide 

additional funding, the Otsego County Board of Commissioners could reduce the amount levied locally. The reduction 

would correspond with the amount received from the state. 

For more information on the millage proposal, visit Otsego County Roads Matter on Facebook. 

Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Nov. 4. 

 


