
 

 

Proposal 1:  Gaining Momentum Before May 5 Vote 
 

The last two weeks of the Proposal 1 campaign have been exhilarating! Endorsements continue coming in from local 
chambers of commerce, politicians, trade associations and others. 
 
Last week, former U.S. Senator Carl Levin endorsed Prop. 1. On April 1st former Congressman John Dingell endorsed it, 
and one of Michigan’s premier residents, well-known NASCAR team owner Roger Penske, is expected to do the same. 
 
Major newspaper endorsements are piling up including Detroit News, Detroit Free Press, Lansing State Journal and 
Traverse City Record-Eagle.   The governor, lieutenant governor and many other administration officials are speaking in 
support of the proposal, along with Michigan Association of Counties, Michigan Municipal League and Michigan 
Townships Association. 
 

County road agencies and departments are at 
the forefront of the initiative, along with the 
staff of the County Road Association. Some 
county road agencies have reported having 
dozens of speaking engagements on the 
books, helping educate likely voters on the 
package.   
 
Outgoing CRA President Bradley Lamberg, 
P.E., Barry County Road Commission 
managing director, says Prop. 1 is 
deceptively simple. “I don’t fall for the line 
that it’s a complex ballot initiative.  The 
bills simply remove sales tax from gas, 
replace it with a wholesale percentage, and 
replace the school and local revenue sharing 
funds with a 1 perent sales tax increase,” 
Lamberg said.  “At its core, that’s the 
essence of Prop. 1.” 

 
Friday conference calls –  For the last month, Association staff has hosted a Friday conference call (2 p.m.) to inform 
members of the latest happenings with Prop. 1, and allow members to share information.  
 
Genesee County Road Commission Manager-Director, John Daly III, Ph.D. will release a list of bridges that must be 
closed very soon if additional funds are not identified.  “It’s important for people to be educated about what’s coming 
down the pike if we don’t find new revenue – and soon,” Daly said.  “These are just the facts.” 
 
This educational effort will be won by talking to one small group at a time.  Just over thirty days and counting! 



Proposal 1 Deserves Our Complete Support 
 

by Monica Ackerson Ware, APR, Communications and Development Manager 
 
We’ve all heard people say Proposal 1 is too complicated, complex and the only option. Some have even said “hold your 
nose and vote yes.” A recent editorial by long-time journalist Rick Haglund put the issue into perspective. “Go ahead and 
breathe deeply in the voting booth,” Haglund said. “It’s a good plan that begins to address years of underinvesting in 
transportation, communities and education.” 
 
While the proposal may not be the simple, “roads only” proposal we may have hoped for, the structural reforms in 
Proposal 1 will benefit road agencies, schools and communities for years to come.  If we want others to embrace the 
proposal, we must come to a position of support ourselves.  
 
Here are a few reasons to support Proposal 1: 

1.) Proposal 1 constitutionally guarantees all state taxes paid 
at the pump to transportation, a minimum of 90 percent to 
roads and bridges.  
 

2.) Proposal 1 provides more than $1.2 billion in revenue for 
roads with “no pain at the pump.” Current state gas taxes 
($.19) and sales tax on fuel in April 2014 ($.23) would have 
maintained the same price at the pump with $.42 cents of 
every gallon now going to transportation.  
 

3.) The current state sales tax on fuel funds schools and 
community services. Proposal 1 increases the state sales tax 
by 1 percent to fill the hole left from exempting fuel from 
the sales tax and provides a small increase for schools ($300 
million) and communities ($100 million.) 
 

4.) Proposal 1 stabilizes funding for schools and communities because sales of cosumer goods are typically stable. 
 

5.) Proposal 1 constitutionally guarantees every penny in the School Aid Fund to K-12 education and community 
colleges.  
 

6.) Proposal 1 provides at least $1.2 billion in revenue for roads annually. State and local road agencies would be able 
to plan for projects to begin as early as 2016.  
 

7.) Proposal 1 dedicates substantial revenue for MDOT bond debt in the first two year, providing a scaled ramp-up. 
Proposal 1 provides money to local road agencies sooner than any other plan discussed in the Legislature. 
 

Proposal 1 will fix the mistakes of the past, correct structural tax problems in the Constitution and provide stable 
funding for roads, schools and communities for years to come.  

 
This ballot initiative can’t be explained in a soundbite, but as county road agency representatives are learning, when 
people understand the proposal they typically come to a position of support.   
 
Every vote will count on May 5! Make sure you vote!  If there is a possibility you may not be able to make it to the 
polls, don’t forget to request an absentee ballot from your township or county clerk. The deadline to register to vote is 
Monday, April 6. 



President’s Corner 
 
What a trip!  The last year just flew by.  I wish I was leaving on a better note with some 
substantial road funding delivered to our members, but it’s not done yet.  
 
However, the May 5 ballot proposal is what we have and definitely our best hope for the near 
future.  It is great to hear how you are all out there “in the trenches” trying to educate the 
taxpayers in your communities.   
 
It is going to be interesting to see how the vote will turn out.  The word around the state is that 
the “yes” vote is gaining momentum.  A team effort, with the Governor and the Michigan 
Transportation Team is getting some big media attention.  
 
And as our members educate anybody who will listen, more and more people are becoming 
aware of the “structural” problem with Michigan’s taxes on fuel.  I am sure you are all 
hearing some negativity, but remember the topic of road funding has never been easy.   
 
Thank you for the support and insights over the past year.  Thank you for working hard and hanging in there with both 
professional and financial support of your association.   
 
You now have a very different and new association.  Thank you for allowing me to participate in that transformation.  I 
hope you come to believe, as I do, that we are on the correct trajectory to lead our state in the transportation discussions of 
the future. 
 

Safety – A Key Message in the Proposal 1 Campaign  
Focus groups earlier this year showed nothing resonates with voters quite like the safety message. While some groups 
claim people are being injured by the condition of roads, road agencies cannot say roads or bridges are unsafe. So how do 
road agencies effectively communicate on safety?  

Making improvements to intersections, bridges, roadways and roadsides – even simple things like painting stripes on the 
roads – can have a measurable impact on safety. Messages, statistics and facts are already available through programs like 
Towards Zero Deaths, Put the Brakes on Fatalities and The Road Information Program (TRIP). 

While county road agencies cannot say roads and bridges are unsafe, some can be made safer with improvements. 
Securing adequate funding through the passage of Proposal 1 is the first step in getting road agencies closer to the goal of 
Zero Deaths on Michigan roads. 

Materials are available to help road agencies communicate on Proposal 1.  Visit SafeRoadsNow.net 

 

TEDF Category F Application Deadline Approaches 
The Michigan Department of Transportation Office of Economic Development is currently accepting Transportation 
Economic Development Fund Category F applications for Fiscal Year 2017.  Eligible applicants include cities, villages 
and county road commissions.  Proposed projects must be on federal-aid designated routes within federal aid urban areas 
located in a county with a population of 400,000 or fewer. Higher consideration is given to applications that propose 
improving all-season capabilities on routes w high commercial traffic or those that improve access to state trunklines. 

The application deadline for Category F grants is Monday June 1, 2015. The application and instructions can be accessed 
at http://www.michigan.gov/tedf. For questions, please contact Matt Wiitala, at 517.241.2152 or wiitalam@michigan.gov. 

 

Bradley Lamberg, P.E., 
managing director, Barry 
County Road Commission 



Pictured from left: Doug Peck, Jake Welch, Frank Fiala and 
David Solmes of the Barry County Road Commission 

County Road Agencies IMPRESS their Peers 
The Best Practices Awards were created by the CRA in 2003 to recognize and share innovative practices among county 
road agencies. Even today, the sharing of best practices remains an important goal of the Association.  

In 2014, the award program was renamed IMPRESS and a gallery of entries was added to the Annual Highway 
Conference to provide a forum for sharing best practices. Conference attendees vote for their favorite entry in both the 
operations and communications category, with the winning entry receiving a People’s Choice Award.  

Barry County Road Commission (BCRC) received 
IMPRESS Awards in both the operations and 
communications categories. The Road Commission’s 
Subdivision Special Assessment initiative received an 
IMPRESS Award in the communication category. The initiative 
informed the community about appropriate fixes the road 
commission was able to fully fund with available revenue and 
gave residents the opportunity to form special assessment 
districts to invest in better, longer-lasting repairs. Conference 
attendees selected this entry for the People’s Choice Award 
in the Communication category.  

The BCRC also received an IMPRESS Award in the operations 
category for their Taillight Foil, an innovative idea developed 
by a BCRC plow driver to keep snow from accumulating on 
warning lights, creating an unsafe condition for the operator and 
motorists. 

Muskegon County Road Commission (MCRC) received 
the IMPRESS Award in the operations category and the 
People’s Choice Award for their successful Carousel Sign 
Trailer. The MCRC wanted to modify its existing sign 
trailers to reduce the time required to set up closures, improve 
emergency response times, reduce time for maintenance work 
and reduce employees’ exposure to traffic while setting up 
and removing signs, thereby reducing injuries while installing 
signs.  

 

 

 

Roscommon County Road Commission received IMPRESS 
Awards in the operations and communications categories. The 
road commission’s Bar Seal Application project was a winning 
entry in the operations category. This project was designed to 
repair distressed roadway edges and other areas of distress in 
preparation for future chip seal or ultrathin overlay.  

Their Earned Media Mania campaign was recognized in the 
communication category. This impressive project focused on 
developing a great relationship with the local newspaper. Both 
traditional and social media were used to get positive messages to 
Roscommon County residents.  

Pictured from left: Melvin Black, Jerry Walter, Jack Kennedy     
and Lew Collins of the Muskegon County Road Commission 

Pictured from left: James Porath, Tim O’Rourke and Kimberly Akin
of the Roscommon County Road Commission  



Pictured from left: Bill Watkins, Stan Clingerman and Mike Parney     
of the Hillsdale County Road Commission 

Kent County Road Commission (KCRC) 
received an IMPRESS Award in the operations 
category for their Strategic Plan. The 
implementation of the plan creates the foundation 
from which an annual budget and objectives are 
built to succinctly align with KCRC’s mission, 
vision and values. This document allows the road 
commission to be proactive rather than reactive 
and provides specific performance measures for 
each of KCRC’s divisions, increasing 
accountability to the board and the public.  

 

 

 

 

The Road Commission of Kalamazoo County (RCKC) received IMPRESS Awards in 
both operations and communications categories. The RCKC was recognized in the 
operations category for its highly-successful 3-year Plan for Local Roads in Kalamazoo 
Township. RCKC used asset management software to create a map of roads to be repaired 
with $9.75 million dollars Kalamazoo Township planned to invest in road repairs as the 
result of a millage.  

RCKC received an IMPRESS Award in the communications category for its “Put the 
Brakes on Fatalities Day” poster contest to bring attention to distracted driving. 
Kids ages 5-13 were asked to demonstrate what “Putting the Brakes on Fatalities” 
meant to them.  

Hillsdale County Road Commission (HCRC) received 
an IMPRESS Award for Excellence in Operations. 
When faced with the closure of a bridge in the Lost 
Nation State Game Area, HCRC applied for local bridge 
funds. The road commision overcame many obstacles 
but the result was a new Tripp Road Bridge that provides 
the community with access to the game area, an 
important resource.  

 

The innovative ideas submitted this year are proof that 
Michigan’s county road agencies are on the cutting edge, 
constantly striving to improve their services to the public 
and use every dollar wisely. 

Working together, we can learn to “build a better 
mousetrap” through the sharing of innovations, ideas and 
best practices.  

 

To learn more about the entries submitted this year, visit tiny.cc/CRA2015HwyConf. 
All nominations can be viewed and downloaded from this website. 

 

Joanna Johnson, managing director of the
Road Commission of Kalamazoo County 

Pictured from left: Jerry Byrne, Maura Lamoreaux, Steve Warren, Mark Rambo
Tim Haagsma and John Strauss of the Kent County Road Commission 



Pictured from left: John Strauss and Jerry Byrne          

of the Kent County Road Commission

Patrick J. Carty, Esquire, 
recently retired from the  
Road Commission for 

Oakland County 

“It has been said that organizations are only 
as strong as their members,” Donohue said. 
“We have dedicated and passionate members 
who set a high bar. The members honored 
this year have each gone above and beyond 
to make their operations and ours efficient, 
innovative and professional.” 

Denise Donohue, CAE, APR, director  
County Road Association of Michigan 

Distinguished Service Awards for 2014 
Each year the County Road Association recognizes the significant 
contributions of its members at the Annual Highway Conference 
Award Breakfast. This year, four members were honored for their 
service and dedication to Michigan’s roads and bridges.  

Gerald J. Byrne has devoted 36 years of his life to improving 
Michigan roads with the Kent County Road Commission, the last 
16 as director of operations. Byrne was honored for his work as 
chair of the CRA Negotiating Committee from 2011 to 2014. His 
leadership has led to the successful negotiation of a master contract 
between MDOT and county road agencies for the counties to 
conduct maintenance, including snow removal, on state highways. 

 
Patrick J. Carty, Esquire, recently 
retired as the director of the legal 
department for the Road Commission for Oakland County, where he had worked for 
35 years. Since 2000, Carty had served as chair of the Association’s Legal Issues 
Committee, vetting many of the major legal issues facing county road agencies 
statewide.  
 
Stanley Clingerman, P.E., has worked for 39 years with the Hillsdale County Road 
Commission. He started his career as a summer worker before being hired on as assistant 
engineer and is now engineer-manager. Clingerman was honored for his commitment and 
dedication to Michigan’s county road and bridge network and his community. 

Linette Daily who has served as the board secretary of the Lapeer County Road 
Commission since 1999 also received a Distinguished Service Award. In addition to her 
role as board secretary, Daily is responsible for the Road Commission’s finances, human 
resources and office management. She also plays a pivotal role in the operations of the 
Blue Water Council, a network and information sharing group of “Thumb”-area road 
commissions.  

 

Merit Awards 
Those who went above and beyond to help the 
Association meet its education mission were also 
recognized at the 2015 Highway Conference. 

Mathew Hannahs, assistant highway engineer, 
Eaton County Road Commission; Frank M. Leiva, 
Iosco County Road Commissioner; and John 
Strauss, director of finance for the Kent County 
Road Commission were recognized for leading the 
Engineer’s Workshop, Commissioners’ Seminar, 
and Finance & Human Resources Business Seminar.  

CRA relies on the volunteer efforts of its committed and highly-dedicated members. While chairs are recognized for their 
leadership in planning events the credit is shared with all who give so generously of their time and talents. The 
Association’s work is truly a team effort.  



Join RUSH-PAC Today!  
RUSH-PAC needs your support as we navigate a very pivotal time for transportation 
funding, Michigan roads and county road agencies. 
 
As many of you already know, RUSH-PAC serves an important purpose for the County 
Road Association and its partners. It is an advocacy tool that can open doors when an 
extra push is needed. Without your support, we lose that voice. 
 
Through RUSH-PAC, we are able to promote better road policies in Michigan by 
endorsing and contributing to incumbent state officials and the campaigns of candidates 
running for state office who understand road issues and are willing to advocate for 
prudent road policies. 
 
In 2014, RUSH-PAC donations enabled us to contribute over $47,000 to direct, nonpartisan political contributions, 
leadership contributions, elections and consulting services. 
 
Early this year, your RUSH-PAC contributions were used to support the passage of Proposal 1, a monumentally important 
ballot initiative that will make or break the future of Michigan’s transportation system. In addition to the $5,000 
contributed by the PAC, members have donated an additional $835. 
 
We will continue to use your RUSH-PAC contributions throughout the year to raise the volume of our lobbyists’ voices in 
the Michigan Legislature and help to build relationships with legislators that will make our priorities visible in the future. 
 
We need you as part of the team. Please consider joining or renewing your RUSH-PAC membership ($50 annual 
donation.) If you are able to contribute a greater amount, that will add to your cumulative membership level and be put to 
good use. 
 
RUSH-PAC membership levels are (on a cumulative basis): 
 

 Triple Diamond Member, $5,000 and up 
 Double Diamond Member, $1,000 to $4,999 
 Diamond Member, $500 to $999 
 Team Player, $100 to $499 
 Contributing Member, $50 to $99 

 
There has never been a more important and more urgent time to show your support for RUSH-PAC. We would like thank 
you, our contributors, for paving the way to a brighter future for Michigan roads. Please send your donations in today! 
 
	

 

Players and Hole Sponsors Wanted 
Make Plans to Attend 2015 RUSH–PAC Golf Outings Now! 

 
 June 17 – Friends of Transportation RUSH-PAC Golf Outing, L.E. Kaufman Golf Course, Wyoming 
 July 10 – Urban Council New Outing, The Links of Novi Singh, Novi 
 July 31 – Southern Mid-Michigan RUSH-PAC Golf Outing, The Emerald Golf Course, St. Johns. 
 Early September – 18th Annual Northern RUSH-PAC Golf Outing, Details, TBD. 
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Commissioners' Seminar, Grand 
Traverse Resort, Traverse City 
 
APWA North American Snow 
Conference, DeVos Place, Grand 
Rapids 
 
NACE 2015 Annual Conference, 
Daytona Beach, Florida 
 
Seven County Council Meeting, 
Chemung Hills Golf & Banquet Center, 
3125 Golf Club Rd, Howell 
 
Blue Water Council Meeting, Bay 
Valley Resort & Convention Center, 
Bay City     
 
CRA Board Meeting CRA Office, 
Lansing    
 
TAMC Spring Conference, Hilton 
Hotel, Grand Rapids   
 
 
Southeastern Council Meeting, Monroe 
CRC, 840 S. Telegraph Rd, Monroe  
 
Proposal 1 Election – Please Vote! 
 
Straits Area Council Meeting, Audie's 
Restaurant, 314 S. Nicolet St., 
Mackinaw City        
 
Great Lakes Council Meeting, Baraga 
Lakeside Inn, 900 U.S. 41, Baraga 

MAY CONT’D 
11 

 
 

12-14 
 
 

21 
 
 
 

28 
 

 
 
JUNE 

9 
 

10 
 

 
10-11 

 
 
 
JULY 

22-23  
 

 
 
SEPTEMBER  

15-17 
 
 

30-Oct. 2 
 
 

 
Southwestern Council Meeting, 
Location TBA 
 
Finance & Human Resources Business 
Seminar, Double Tree Hotel, Bay City     
 
Paul Bunyan Council Meeting, 
Evergreen (McGuires) Resort, 7880 
Mackinaw Trail, Cadillac 
 
East Central Council Meeting, 
Riverwalk Grill, 777 W. Cedar Ave., 
Gladwin      
 
 
CRA Board Meeting, Sault Ste. Marie 
 
RUSH-PAC Board Meeting, Sault Ste. 
Marie 
 
UP Road Builders Summer Meeting, 
Kewadin Casino & Resort, Sault Ste. 
Marie    
 
 
County Road Commissioners’ Joint 
Insurance Conference (CRASIF and 
MCRCSIP), Soaring Eagle, Mt. Pleasant 
 
 
NMARC/ASMRC 3rd Joint Conference, 
Bavarian Inn, Frankenmuth      
 
Superintendents’ Seminar, Kewadin 
Casino, Sault Ste. Marie     
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