
Guest Column: Ann Arbor, East Lansing, 

Upper Peninsula mayors express support for 

new percentage-based gasoline tax 

 
Mike Smyth from the Ann Arbor City Field Operation fills in a pothole on Jackson Read in 

February 2014. (File Photo | The Ann Arbor News) 
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Guest column co-signed by, East Lansing Mayor Nathan Triplett, Ann Arbor mayor 

Christopher Taylor, Ironwood Mayor Kim Corcoran, and Luna Pier Mayor David Davison 

 

Although we are city leaders from all corners of the state with different backgrounds and beliefs, 

we have come together to jointly support the need for increased transportation funding in 

Michigan. 

 

We’re the mayors of “Go Green” East Lansing and “Go Blue” Ann Arbor. We’re community 

leaders from Ironwood and Wakefield in the Upper Peninsula all the way down to Luna Pier in 

the southeastern tip. We may be separated by hundreds of miles and the college teams we root 

for, but when it comes to the pressing need for increased investment in our state’s crumbling 

transportation infrastructure, we are in total agreement: The time for legislative action is now. 

 

Last month, the Michigan Senate approved a transportation funding package that included HB 

5477. This bill would phase in a new percentage-based gasoline tax resulting in an additional 

$1.2 billion for transportation funding by 2019. 

 

This bill is a sound solution to our state’s infrastructure woes that is long overdue. We strongly 

urge the state House to have the same courage the Senate showed and approve this proposal and 
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send it to Governor Rick Snyder for his signature. 

 

When the Senate passed the plan on Nov. 13, Senate Majority Leader Randy Richardville, R-

Monroe, was quoted as saying, “It’s the right thing to do. It’s about time we fix these roads.” We 

strongly echo this sentiment as the package heads to the state House. 

 

While Michigan’s roads, bridges and transportation infrastructure continue to deteriorate and are 

among the nation’s worst, other states are investing in road and bridge repairs and public transit 

options. These investments are generating thousands of jobs and billions in economic activity. 

Our failure to make similar infrastructure investments is leaving Michigan behind. 

 

Legislators need to hear from Michigan residents that we expect them to focus on increased 

funding for all forms of transportation (roads, rails, bridges, harbors, non-motorized facilities, 

and public transit) necessary to help build communities where people want to live, work and 

enjoy. 

 

Please contact your state Representatives today to tell them to support the transportation package 

approved by the state Senate. Our infrastructure problem will only get worse by ignoring it. It’s 

time to act now. 

 

•East Lansing Mayor Nathan Triplett, Vice President of Michigan Municipal League Board of 

Trustees 

•Ann Arbor Mayor Christopher Taylor 

•Ironwood Mayor Kim Corcoran, member of Michigan Municipal League Board of Trustees 

•Luna Pier Mayor David Davison 

•Richard “Dick” Bolen, Mayor Pro Tem of Wakefield, President of Michigan Municipal League 

Board of Trustees 

 


