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Donohue to Lead County Road Association 
County Road Association of Michigan Names New Executive Director 

 

 Lansing, MI – The Board of Directors of the County Road Association of Michigan (CRAM) on 

Monday, Oct. 21, selected Denise Donohue, CAE and APR, as the new association executive director. 

           Donohue, an experienced association director and public relations veteran, replaces John Niemela 

who retires Oct. 31 after 17 years with the association. She comes to the association with 30 years of 

experience in the communications and marketing fields, including nine years as executive director of the 

Michigan Apple Committee. 

           Dennis Kolar, PE, managing director of the Road Commission for Oakland County and the 

president of the CRAM Board, praised Donohue. “Denise has a strong background well suited to leading 

this association,” Kolar said. “She brings just the type of leadership style, experience and energy we 

need to guide CRAM into a new era. She will be a fresh face taking CRAM in a new direction.” 

           Kolar noted Donohue joins the association at an exciting time, as the CRAM Board is in the 

process of updating the association’s long-term strategic plan and as pressure builds in Lansing to 

address the state’s long-standing road-funding crisis. “We expect to see CRAM moving in some new 

directions and with a renewed vibrancy and energy,” he stated. 

           Kolar added that Donohue was selected after an exhaustive search for director candidates. “This 

has been a challenging and exciting process. We started with 50 highly qualified applicants. From there, 

the field was narrowed to seven prospective candidates, who were interviewed before the top three were 

identified. Denise was clearly the most qualified and best suited candidate.”  

           CRAM used the Michigan Society of Association Executives search process to help identify the 

most qualified candidates.  “A search committee made up of eight members of the CRAM Board 



worked diligently through the process of identifying the vision for the association. We are confident that 

Denise will lead CRAM in a manner that meets the needs of our membership and communicates that 

local roads matter," Kolar said. 

           Most recently, Donohue headed her own firm, Donohue Associates, which provided branding and 

communications consulting. Prior to that she served as: executive director of the Michigan Apple 

Committee and has 14 years of communication and public relations experience in three departments of 

Michigan government. 

           Donohue also has extensive volunteer experience including serving as an academy instructor and 

task force chair at the Michigan Society of Association Executives and as a board member and past 

president of the Public Relations Society of America (PRSA) Central-Michigan Chapter. She is an 

adjunct faculty member at Lansing Community College in the Dept. of Communications. 

           Donohue will begin her new position on Nov. 4. 

The County Road Association of Michigan (CRAM) represents the interests of Michigan’s 83 

county road agencies that collectively maintain more than 75 percent of Michigan roads- more than 

90,000 miles- the fourth largest local road system in the nation.   

 

### 
 
Local Roads Matter: to schools; to business; to emergency response times; to seniors; to health care; to 
families; to agriculture; to tourism; to revitalization; to the economy; and to every Michigan resident! 
 


