
That’s the billion-dollar question as road funding takes center stage at the Capitol for the next two weeks.

Governor Snyder’s chief lobbyist, former Lt. Governor Dick Posthumus, is personally shepherding this initiative 
through the Legislature and was very visible at the Senate when the fi nal funding bill passed by a decisive 23-14 
margin, on November 12, according to CRA deputy director Ed Noyola.

Since then, Posthumus was quoted in the MIRS Capitol Newsletter as saying that road funding is “our fi rst, second, 
third, fourth and fi fth priorities. Everything else is on the ‘B’ list… [Posthumus] said he can’t think of an instance 
since the crafting of Proposal A in 1993 in which a single issue has dominated a Governor’s December wish list 
like road funding will this year.”

“Anybody who has travelled the United States knows we have one of the most diffi cult infrastructures of any state 
in the country,” Posthumus said. “We moved from the bottom to the top 10 in just about all categories and we need 
to do it with the roads as well. It really is about creating jobs and allowing Michigan to grow.”

The nine-bill transportation package – every piece of which must be voted on again in the House as the Senate 
Bills were substituted – could be addressed as early as this week. The funding vote will be a challenging one in the 
House, but certainly will not get easier if action is delayed until the 2015-16 legislative session.

As passed in the Senate the funding bill (House Bill 5477) would take effect on April 1 at 9.5 percent. It would 
step up two percent per year for three years and then remain at that level. With adjustments made per the most 
recent average wholesale price of gas, it appears the Senate-passed version (S-13) of HB 5477 would generate an 
additional $205 million in 2015 and $1.2 billion by the time it is fully implemented in 2018.

The Governor’s offi ce is driving a signifi cant public awareness and media effort this month, including a road tour 
and media roundtables around the state. 

In his remarks in Southfi eld, the fi rst stop on the tour, Snyder made it clear poor roads are causing the state to 
lose job opportunities. He called the $200,000-$300,000 the state is currently investing from the General Fund 
a band-aid, saying it’s not good enough. He 
also pointed out that the Senate passed version 
of HB 5477 is “in the range of an acceptable 
solution – $1.4 to $1.5 billion.”

Snyder applauded local jurisdictions for taking 
action and said, “Now we have to take action 
at the state level.”  The Governor made the 
uncommon step of calling on residents to “tell 
legislators to put a solution in place. Speak up 
and do the right thing.”  

The next two weeks will determine the future of 
Michigan roads.
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Will the House fi nish the transportation package in lame duck?



As the Michigan Legislature returned to Lansing for lame duck session, the County Road Association issued 
a media release and infographic to help legislators and the public understand that local communities are doing 
their part to fund Michigan roads. 

“Over the last several years legislators have called on local governments to “put some skin in the game” 
when it comes to funding their roads, and it’s clear they have,” said Denise Donohue, director of the County 
Road Association (CRA) of Michigan. “Local governments are doing what they can to patch some holes in 
Michigan’s road funding checkbook. Local millages may slow the bleeding, but cannot replace adequate state 
funding.”

In this fall’s General Election, three new countywide road millages were adopted, one millage was increased 
and another new millage failed. New millages passed in Eaton 
County by a 51 percent margin (1.5 mills for 12 years), in Otsego 
County by a 55 percent margin (1 mill for 10 years) and in Ottawa 
County by a 58 percent margin (.5 mills for 10 years). An increase of 
one mill over four years passed in Midland County with 59 percent 
support. Lapeer County’s effort to secure 1.85 mills for six years 
failed with only 46 percent supporting the initiative. 

“Michigan residents see the value in good roads and appreciate the work done by county road agencies,” 
Donohue said. “Renewals typically pass by a high margin – some by more than 80 percent.” 

The County Road Association analysis shows that while local road millages provide fl exibility to allow 
counties to meet their diverse road needs and to raise matching funds for federal road dollars, they are only 
a small part of the solution. Eighty-fi ve percent of Michigan road funding comes from state and federal 
sources.

There is a signifi cant disparity between townships and counties on the level of revenue they can generate 
through millages. While one mill in some counties might generate only enough revenue to pave a mile of road, 
one mill in another would generate several million dollars.

Communities doing their part to fund Michigan roads

“. . . Local millages may slow 
the bleeding, but cannot replace 
adequate state funding.”

– Denise Donohue



The elections are over and winter has arrived early this year. Hopefully, just in time to remind legislators 
how important winter maintenance is to the motoring public.

With the press covering the rise in salt prices and the much-appreciated lower prices at the fuel pumps, it 
appears that our lame duck legislature is poised to show some leadership.

CRA staff, our multi-client lobby fi rm, industry leaders, road commissioners and 
staff have pushed hard with Senators, and the Senate fi nally passed a bill that 
would bring some long-awaited funding.

I have asked before but now I’m pleading… please, please, please reach out to 
your State Representative. 

We need one last push to make sure they pass HB 5477 or legislation that will 
generate comparable revenue. Please don’t take the passing of road funding for 
granted. Your legislators are hearing from those opposed to a fuel tax increase 
and they must hear from you, too.  

You are the local road expert.  You bring the local perspective to a statewide 
problem. Please unite, for one last big push to get a funding package signed into 
law.  Hearing from you now is an absolute necessity.

Thank you all very much for your time and commitment to serving your community. 

Hopefully this New Year will bring us the revenue necessary to more properly serve the public. I wish you 
all a wonderful Holiday season!

CRA members were recently asked to vote on updates to the organization’s Constitution and Bylaws, which 
included an increase in annual service charges. CRA’s Canvassing Committee met on November 3, counted 
the votes indicating that the proposed changes were approved by a 70 percent margin. A simple majority is 
the threshold needed to approve bylaw changes.

The increase in service charges will be put to good use by the Association including:

 Multi-client lobbyist support in Lansing;

 On-going Local Roads Matter campaign;

 Implementation of modern database, website and email outreach program; and

 Enhancements to the newsletter and other communications.

If your county voted for this increase to support our renewed, stronger efforts in Lansing, we thank you. 
Road funding is expected to move in lame duck session and we are playing a pivotal role in the discussions.

If you did not support the dues increase, we hope to show you big results in the coming weeks and months! 
The County Road Association is becoming a “go to” resource for the media, a much more effective and 
constructive voice in the Legislature, more infl uential with state agencies and partner organizations, and 
more effi cient in our everyday responsibilities.

The Association will continue to operate in a transparent manner. Please feel free to contact Association 
director, Denise Donohue or a CRA Board member with any questions or concerns.

President’s Corner

Bylaw changes adopted by 70 percent margin

Bradley Lamberg, P.E., 
managing director Barry 

County Road Commission



After many years of discussion and negotiations, the County Road 
Association has signed a grant contract and hired Steve Puuri, P.E., to 
serve as its engineering and technical advisor.  Puuri is a great fi t for the 
Association due to his many years of experience with the Washtenaw County 
Road Commission, including serving as the County Highway Engineer and 
Managing Director.

At CRA, Puuri will represent the interests of local road agencies (CRA and 
Michigan Municipal League) in meetings with MDOT, MDEQ, MDNR and 
other organizations that impact local roads construction, maintenance and 
preservation.

While other county engineers will attend these meetings as in the past, having 
Puuri on-board gives CRA more consistent representation across an agency.

He will take over release of the Engineering Updates, participate in all Engineering committee and subcommittee 
meetings, and will be a resource for the rest of the CRA staff. 

Puuri obtained his civil engineering degree from Michigan State University. He is a licensed engineer who 
worked nine years with the USDA Soil Conservation Service prior to joining the Washtenaw County Road 
Commission where he worked for 25 years.  Steve has served on various committees including: SEMCOG 
and the Washtenaw Metropolitan Planning Organizations, County Road Association Engineering Committee, 
Transparency (Performance Measures and Dashboard) Committee, Effi ciency Committee, MCRCSIP Board 
of Directors and the Governor’s Transportation Safety Advisory Committee.

After retiring from Washtenaw, Steve established an engineering consulting business. Consulting work has 
included serving as project engineer on federal aid transportation projects and engineering consultant for 
numerous private and municipal organizations.

Steve met his wife, Jamie, in college. They have been married for 37 years and have three adult children. 

Steve Puuri hired as CRA Engineering Specialist

The deadline for sending in your three-year board member nominations to the CRA Nominating Committee 
is Thursday, December 18.  One-year term nominations and elections are handled at the sectional association 
annual meetings.

Names for three-year terms are submitted to the CRA Nominating Committee for consideration.  The 
Association’s Constitution and Bylaws provide that members vote for the candidates from their sectional 
associations only.

While a less popular write-in candidate option is also available, the best way to elect candidates for the board 
of directors is through the open process used by the sectional associations.

 Nominating Committee Members:

 Dirk Heckman, Mackinac, Chair

 Tom Deans, Otsego, Vice Chair

 Walter Schell, Macomb

 Roy Townsend, Washtenaw

County Road Association Nominating Deadlines Imminent!



Bair receiving Hall of Honor plaque from 
MDOT Director Kirk Steudle on Nov. 12

The Michigan Transportation Hall of Honor gained a bright county star on Nov. 12 when Brent O. Bair, 
retired managing director of the Road Commission for Oakland County (RCOC), was inducted. Bair retired 
from RCOC in 2011 after more than 34 years with the agency.

The Hall of Honor, established in 1971, recognizes individuals who have made outstanding contributions to 
the development of Michigan’s highways, roads or public transportation systems. 

The Hall of Honor is a permanent display on the fi rst fl oor of the Michigan Department of Transportation 
(MDOT) offi ces in the VanWagoner Transportation Building in Lansing. In all, 83 people have been recognized 
in the Hall of Honor.

Bair was recognized for his longtime leadership in the fi eld of public roads in Michigan, as well as for 
overseeing RCOC’s implementation of several cutting-edge technologies. 

During his tenure, RCOC developed the second-largest system of adaptive traffi c signals in North America 
and became home to the highest concentration of modern roundabouts in the state.

He was also honored for his signifi cant contributions to making roads in Oakland County among the safest in 
the world for a community of its size and population.

Bair noted that prior to the agency offi cially designating safety as its top priority in 1978, Oakland County 
had a traffi c fatality rate higher than either the state as a whole or the nation. Today, Oakland County’s traffi c 
fatality rate is less than half either the state or national rate.

“I am proud of the many accomplishments of the Road Commission,” Bair stated at the Hall of Honor 
induction ceremony in Lansing. “But the thing that really hits home for me is that we reduced the number of 
people being killed every year in traffi c crashes by more than 
100. That means 100 people every year who are alive today in 
part because of the efforts we made at the road commission.”

RCOC managing director Dennis Kolar congratulated Bair, 
calling him a “tremendous inspiration to all of us, especially 
when it comes to safety. Brent lived and breathed safety, and his 
leadership led to the creation of a true safety culture at the Road 
Commission that remains in place today.”

Brent was a leader in numerous organizations including the 
County Road Association of Michigan, where he served 
on the board of directors and was president in 1996-1997, 
coincidentally the last time the state worked to secure a fuel tax 
increase. 

He has served as a past president and founding member of the 
Intelligent Transportation Society of Michigan (ITS Michigan) 
and was a board member and past chairman of the Intelligent 
Transportation Society of America (ITS America). Bair was also 
a member of the board of directors of the Traffi c Improvement 
Association of Michigan (TIA). 

In 2007, former Governor Granholm appointed Bair to the 
Michigan Transportation Funding Task Force (TF2) Citizen 
Advisory Committee. Frequently sought after for his extensive 
knowledge of roads and road funding, Bair has testifi ed on 
numerous occasions before legislative committees at the state 
and federal levels.

Bair inducted into the Michigan Transportation Hall of Honor



Implement your organization’s communication plan and avoid decision making that can lead to a public 
relations crisis in the fi rst place.

Each year the County Road Association PR Committee hosts a workshop to provide additional training on a key 
issue facing county road agencies. The 2014 PR Workshop focused on providing county road agencies with the 
tools necessary to handle any crisis, and that starts with developing and implementing sound communication plans. 

The crisis workshop was taught by TJ Bucholz of Vanguard Public Affairs. Bucholz is a veteran communicator 
who has served as communications director for the Michigan Departments of Community Health and Education, 
and the State Board of Education. In the day long workshop attendees learned the necessary building blocks to 
creating a crisis communication plan. Bucholz focused not just on dealing with catastrophic events, but with 
anticipated crises such as embezzlement, incidents involving employees and major storms.

Shiawassee County and Shiawassee County Road Commission shared their experience of how they were able to 
communicate with the public during an epic 2013 winter storm that took out the power grid.  

This was one of the highest-rated programs we’ve had in many years, for both the program and the speaker,” 
said Monica Ware, CRA communications and development manager. “Avoiding a crisis takes planning but it’s 
possible. It takes fi ve positive messages to cancel out one negative message, and that’s if the issue doesn’t hit the 
media.”  

“I hope every road commission attending walked away understanding how to create and implement a crisis 
communication plan, and just how vital it is to be fully committed to implementing a consistent and proactive 
communication plan,” Ware said.

2014 CRA PR Workshop – Communication in Times of Crisis

Toward Zero Deaths is a statewide safety campaign based on 
the national strategy on highway safety intended to infl uence 
driver behavior and improve safety.  How many deaths 
attributed to traffi c accidents is too many?  This is the question 
motivating the drive toward zero deaths. 

In 2013, 6,234 individuals were fatally or seriously injured in 
traffi c accidents, 117 in work zones. 

To bring attention to this issue, one day per month on various I, 
M and US routes, Dynamic Message Signs (DMS) display the 
number of traffi c fatalities on Michigan roadways year to date. 

Driver behavior factors into nearly 90 percent of all fatal crashes 
and one key to changing driver behavior is educating the public 
on the scope of the issue. Posting fatality messages on DMS is 
one simple and inexpensive way MDOT can contribute to that 
effort. 

MDOT also hangs posters in their offi ces, where the traffi c 
accident statistics can be posted each month. In partnership 
with the County Road Association and the Governor’s Traffi c 
Safety Advisory Commission, MDOT is offering a free poster 
to each county road agency that joins the Toward Zero Deaths 
campaign at towardzerodeaths.org.

Each county that has joined the Toward Zero Death campaign 
by February 1 can pick up their TZD poster at the 2015 CRA 
Highway Conference: Progress In Motion.

Toward Zero Deaths



2013 Carryover from non-election year $25,578

2014 Income   2014 Expenses

Dues $12,500  Direct Contributions $17,300
Silent Auction $6,000   Leadership Contributions $4,100
Golf Outings $19,000 (est) Primary Election $8,200
Approx. Total $37,500  General Election $16,600
    Consulting Service $1,200
    Approx. Total $47,400

In the Primary, we endorsed 71 candidates. In the General Election 70 House and 31 Senate candidates were 
endorsed.

This year we brought attention to the need for increased road funding by endorsing Governor Snyder.  The 
Governor won a tight race and has made securing a road funding increase his only lame duck priority.

RUSH-PAC endorsed the winner in 98 percent of races where we became involved.

 Senate 31 candidates won out of 31 endorsements . . .  100%

 House 75 candidates won out of 77 endorsements . . .  97.4%   

I would like to extend a hearty thank you to all our golf outing and silent auction volunteers and supporters, 
and to everyone who paid membership dues this year. Without this work and support, RUSH-PAC would not 
exist.

It continues to mystify me why our county road agency participation is so low.  Only 34 percent of managers 
and engineering staff, fi ve percent of fi nance directors and 22 percent of commissioners joined this year. Dues 
are only $50 per year.

For something that is necessary to help us in our public service or even our very existence, our numbers should 
be much higher. This would allow us to greatly increase our impact and effectiveness.  I strongly urge those 
who are currently spectators to become active participants.  Please join the team!

Hopefully, all county road agencies are actively engaging their legislators and candidates.  We must all work 
with our legislators if we are to continue to compete in Lansing!

Respectfully submitted,

John O. Pemberton, Chairman

RUSH-PAC

RUSH PAC Chairman’s Report

Free One Day
New Commissioners Workshop

February 17, 2015
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Radisson Hotel, Downtown Lansing
Registration materials will be mailed in mid-
December. Please contact Kristi Pena with 
questions at 517.482.1189 x412 or
kpena@localroads.net

Join us for the 2015 RUSH PAC
Silent Auction at the

Annual Conference Feb. 17-18, 2015.
DONATIONS & SHOPPERS 

NEEDED



DECEMBER
 8 CRA Board/Committee Meetings
  Comfort Inn and Suites, Mt. Pleasant

 24-25 CRA Offi ce Closed – Christmas

 31 CRA Offi ce Closed – New Year’s Eve

JANUARY
 1 CRA Offi ce Closed – New Year’s Day

 15-16 UP Road Builders Winter Meeting
  Holiday Inn of Marquette, Marquette

 20 Seven County Council
  Hosted by Ionia County

FEBRUARY
 2 Southeastern Council
  Lenawee County Road Commission, Adrian

 3 Straits Area Council
  Audie’s Restaurant, Mackinaw City

 3-5 County Engineers’ Workshop
  Little River Casino & Resort, Manistee
 9 Southwestern Council
  Being held in St. Joseph County
 17 New Commissioners’ Workshop
  Radisson Hotel, Lansing
 17-18 CRA Road Show
  Lansing Center, Lansing
 17-19 County Road Association Highway
  Conference
  Radisson Hotel & Lansing Center, Lansing
 26 East Central Council
  Location TBD
APRIL
 12-14 Commissioner’s Seminar
  Grand Traverse Resort, Traverse City
 19-23 NACE 2015 Annual Conference
  Daytona Beach, Florida


