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Work Zone Ahead, Hang Up and Drive 
 

Lansing- Today, the County Road Association of Michigan (CRAM) joined with Michigan’s 83 county road 
agencies in recognizing the 2013 National Work Zone Safety Awareness Week by reminding motorists to 
eliminate distractions when driving through work zones. 

Representatives of CRAM, the Michigan Department of Transportation, Michigan State Police, and the 
Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation Association gathered on the Capitol steps to kick of the 2013 
construction season and educate motorists on the dangers of distracted driving; a danger intensified by the 
complexity of work zones.   
 
“With the return of the familiar orange barrels, motorists must learn to unplug from distractions as they enter 
work zones,” CRAM director, John Niemela said. “As roadways get congested and workers are present, a 
motorist’s focus must be on driving.  Every single time you take your eyes off the road or talk on the phone 
while you’re driving – even for a few seconds – you put yourself and others at risk.” 

More than 85 percent of all people killed in highway work zone crashes are drivers and passengers, not 
highway workers. While distracted driving is always dangerous, the complexity of work zones significantly 
intensifies this danger for road workers, drivers, bicyclists, motorcycles, pedestrians, emergency responders, 
law enforcement, utility workers, or anyone else in the work zone. 

National Work Zone Safety Awareness Week is a great time for all motorists to think back to what is taught 
in driver education classes.  Safe driving requires a constant scanning of the environment around the 
motorists.  Whether talking on the cell phone, eating, using GPS systems, or interacting with other 
passengers, each second a motorist’s eyes are off the road decreases the response time available to react to 
the dangers present in a work zone.   
 
“When you see the signs that say work zone ahead, hang up and drive.  Make a commitment to have 
your primary focus on driving, at least until you’ve exited the work zone.” Niemela said. “The life you 
save may be your own.” 
 
The County Road Association of Michigan represents Michigan’s 83 county road agencies that collectively 
maintain more than 75 percent of Michigan roads – more than 90,000 miles – the fourth largest local road 
system in the nation.    

### 

Local Roads Matter: to schools; to businesses; to emergency response times; to seniors; to health care; to 
families; to agriculture; to tourism; to revitalization; to the economy; and to every Michigan resident! 


